National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Raeford, NC Accident Number: ERA22LA348
Date & Time: July 29, 2022, 14:04 Local Registration: N497CA
Aircraft: CASA212 Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 None

Flight Conducted

Under: Part 91: General aviation - Skydiving

On July 29, 2022, about 1404 eastern daylight time, a Casa 212-200, N497CA, was
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Raeford, North Carolina. The
pilot-in-command was not injured, and the second-in-command sustained fatal injuries
during the subsequent diversion to the Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU),
Durham, North Carolina. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 91 skydiving flight.

The pilot-in-command (PIC) reported that they flew two skydiving runs then descended to the
Raeford West Airport (NR20), Raeford, North Carolina, to pick up a third group of skydivers.
The second-in-command (SIC) was flying the approach to NR20 and was “on heading,
altitude and airspeed” until the airplane descended below the tree line and “dropped.” Both
pilots called for a go-around maneuver, which the SIC initiated; however, before the SIC could
arrest the airplane’s sink rate and initiate a climb, the right main landing gear (RMLG)
impacted the runway surface. The PIC assumed the flight controls upon the airplane reaching
400 ft agl, then flew a low approach over NR20 to have airfield personnel verify damage. The
personnel subsequently called the PIC to let him know that they recovered the fractured
RMLG on the runway. The PIC directed the SIC to declare an emergency and request a
diversion to RDU for landing.

While enroute to RDU, the crew coordinated with air traffic control, operations, and their
customer, and planned their approach and landing at RDU, with the SIC responsible for
communicating with air traffic control while the PIC flew the airplane. The PIC reported that
there was moderate turbulence during the flight, and that about 20 minutes into the diversion
to RDU, after conducting approach and emergency briefings, the SIC became visibly upset
about the hard landing. Review of preliminary air traffic control radio communication
information from the Federal Aviation Administration indicated that the SIC had been
communicating with air traffic control up to that point in the flight. In his final transmission,
the SIC acknowledged a course heading from air traffic control. The PIC described that about
this time the SIC opened his side cockpit window, and “may have gotten sick.” The PIC took
over radio communications, and the SIC lowered the ramp in the back of the airplane,
indicating that felt like he was going to be sick and needed air. The PIC stated that the SIC
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then got up from his seat, removed his headset, apologized, and departed the airplane via the
aft ramp door. The PIC stated that there was a bar one could grab about 6 ft above the ramp;
however, he did not witness the SIC grab the bar before exiting the airplane. The PIC then
turned the airplane to the right to search for the SIC. In a radio transmission to air traffic
control about 1 ¥2 minutes after the SIC’s radio acknowledgement of the course heading, the
PIC notified air traffic control that his copilot had departed the airplane without a parachute.
The PIC proceeded on course to RDU, where he performed a low-approach and then
emergency landing. Upon landing, the airplane departed the right side of the runway and
came to rest upright in the grass.

Postaccident examination of the airplane revealed substantial damage to the RMLG, landing
gear fittings, and the airframe structure where the fittings attach.

The airplane was retained for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: CASA Registration: N497CA
Model/Series: 212 200 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) On-demand air taxi (135)
Held:

Operator Designator Code: 3RAA

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day
Observation Facility, Elevation: HFF,376 ft msl Observation Time: 13:56 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 13 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 33°C /25°C
Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 4200 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 7 knots / , 330°
Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 6000 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles
Altimeter Setting: 29.98 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: VFR
Departure Point: Raeford, NC Destination: Raeford, NC
Wreckage and Imeact Information
Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: Aircraft Fire: None
Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None
Total Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 None Latitude, 35.030556,-79.236667 (est)
Longitude:
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Spencer, Lynn
Additional Participating Persons: Mike Allen; FAA/FSDO; Greensboro, NC
Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
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